GEOLOGY 110     EARTH HISTORY    FALL 2012     DR. SLOAN

	SYLLABUS – Monday – Wednesday  9:30 – 10:45

This class is designed to acquaint students with the history of Earth and its inhabitants. By the end of the term students are expected to know the general outline and timing of physical and biological changes which have occurred since Earth was formed 4.6 billion years ago.

To get a good grade (an "A" or "B") in this class you must: (1) be interested in the topic. Even if you must pretend for 15 weeks, being interested aids greatly in moving information from lectures, notes and book pages into your brain. (2) Apply yourself (study). The average student should spend two hours of diligent, uninterrupted study outside of class for every hour in class. (3) Preparedness. At this point we can do little about what you did or did not learn in High School but it will affect how much additional time you must spend studying at the College level. Of course, since you are all students at a major University, I will assume your math, English, and vocabulary skills are commensurate with this stage in your education.

TEXTBOOK:	Visualizing Earth History: by Loren Babcock
  The objectives of this class are to introduce students to:				
-	the basic geologic concepts which allow us to reconstruct Earth history
-	the geologic paradigm of plate tectonics and its present and ancient ramifications
-	the general outline and timing of geologic events during the history of Earth
-	the outline of bacteria, plant, animal, and protist evolutionary history
-	the geologic history of North America, emphasizing California and the western United States


Week 1
Aug 27	Introduction	Ch. 1		
Aug 29	Geologic Time/ The Solar System	Handout
Week 2
Sep  3	Overview of Rock Types and Geological Usefulness	Ch. 2
Sep  5	LABOR DAY
Week 3
Sep 10	Sedimentary Rock Types	Ch. 6
Sep 12	What Sedimentary Rocks Tell Us About Earth's History	Ch. 6
Week 4
Sep 17	Plate Tectonics - The Theory	Ch. 7
Sep 19	Plate Tectonics - The Geologic Uses	Ch. 7
Week 5
Sep 24	Plate Tectonics - The Geologic Uses #2
Sep 26	MIDTERM EXAM #1
Week 6
Oct  1	Hadean/Archean Geology and Life	Ch. 8
Oct  3	Proterozoic Geologic Events	Ch. 9
Week 7
Oct  8	Proterozoic Life	Ch. 9
Oct 10	Proterozoic / Phanerozoic Transition
Week 8
Oct 15	Early Paleozoic Geology	Ch. 10
Oct 17	Early Paleozoic Life	Ch. 10
Week 9
Oct 22	Middle and Late Paleozoic Geology and Life	Ch. 10
Oct 24	Mesozoic Geology of North America	Ch. 11
Week 10
Oct 29	Mesozoic Life	Ch. 11
Oct 31	MIDTERM EXAM #2
Week 11
Nov  5	Cenozoic overview	Ch. 12
Nov  7	The Nevadan Mountains	On Moodle

Week 12
Nov 12	VETERANS DAY
Nov 14	Geology and Life of the Paleogene and Neogene
Week 13
Nov 19	Lumps, Bumps, and Holes of California - The Geography of California
 			The Sierra Nevada; The Klamath Mountains	
Nov 21	EARLY THANKSGIVING
Week 14
Nov 26	The Southern Cascades; Modoc Plateau; Basin and Range
Nov 28	Southern California Desert Geologic Provinces and the Salton Trough
Week 15
Dec  3	California Deserts and the Peninsular Ranges
Dec  5	The Coast Ranges and The Transverse Ranges
Week 16
	Dec 10	Review
     	
FINAL EXAM:	

TERM PAPER:		None

OFFICE HOURS:		Monday/Tuesday/Wednesday 7:00 – 7:50 or by appointment
OFFICE:			Live Oak Hall (LO) Room 1225
EMAIL:			jon.sloan@csun.edu
EXAMS:	 		Three midterms, each worth 100 points (the third being incorporated as part of the final - see below)
Final: The final will be divided into two parts. One will consist of material since the last mid-term. In reality it will be a third midterm.  The second half of the final will be a review of the entire course - including the final  of the material covered. Sooooo, in reality, the final will include about  since the last mid-term and  reviewing the first portions of the course.
G.E.				This course fulfills a 3-unit General Education requirement in Section B.2. Earth Science and Astronomy

GRADES:     

A 	 85% - 100%	
B	75% -  84%	
C	60% -  74%	
D	50% -  59%	
F	< 50%	
Plus and minus grades will be given in borderline cases. These will be determined in the following ways:
- Improvement during the course of the semester
- Attendance and class participation
DROPS:	Unless you are withdrawing from all your classes and the University, no student will be allowed to withdraw from this class after the third week. This is University policy, not mine.
WARNINGS:	It is very simple, students who come to class with both body and brain get good grades, those who don't, don't.
Make every attempt to get to class on time. Unforeseen problems do come up. If you arrive late for class please be considerate and enter and take a seat with as little disruption as possible.
A grade of Incomplete (I) is not given in this class.
Electronic Toys:	No toys are to be turned on in class. No phones, no IPods, no Texting, no Twittering, Etc. during class time.
